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Town of
Skowhegan

Skowhegan – Coburn Park

July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012
Annual Report

This year’s Town Report is being dedicated to two groups.
1.
To everyone that helped raise money for the Opera House Sprinkler System. Because of
the hard work of all involved we were able to keep this treasure open and make it safe for the
many organizations that use this facility. The following is a list of those that helped through
donations, fund raising, or grants.
Town of Skowhegan, Municipal Building Employees (Dress Down)
Coburn Park Concert Committee
Newell Graf
Animal Medical Clinic
Bob Gervais
Greatest Scapes
Bee Line Cable
Heritage House Restaurant
Gerald & Dorothea Lacasse
Belanger Sheet Metal
Franklin Savings Bank
Sappi Fine Paper
Stan’s Fries (Fundraiser)
Somerset Psychological Services
Town of Skowhegan, Recreation Department (Haunted House Fundraiser)
Thomas & Elsa Apetz
Town of Skowhegan, Firefighters (In memory of Gail Merrick)
Davis Family Foundation
GFWC/Semper Fidelis Club
Bangor Savings Bank
Skowhegan Area High School (Talent Show Fundraiser)
Plum Creek Foundation
Top Hat School of Dance (Variety Talent Show Fundraiser)
Darla Pickett
FP Productions (Bob Marley)
Skowhegan Savings Bank
Many more anonymous donations were also received.
2.
The group of citizens that made it possible to take down the old electronics building and
two other buildings, which had become an eyesore on the corner of Commercial Street and
Madison Avenue, and turn that area into a nice park. Their commitment to make the Town of
Skowhegan more presentable to the public, shows the hard-working, caring people we have in
this town. With people like this living here, Skowhegan truly is “A Place to Watch”. Their hard
work and commitment is very much appreciated.
On behalf of the Town of Skowhegan we would like to express our gratitude and thank all of you
for your generosity and town spirit.

Before

After

Annual Report
of the
Municipal Departments

Skowhegan, Maine
Shire town of Somerset County. One hundred two miles from Portland, on the
Kennebec River. Originally part of Canaan. Separated in 1823, and incorporated
under the name of Milburn. The name was changed on March 25, 1863, to the
Indian name of Skowhegan, which signifies, “a place to watch”. “Skowhegan
Falls” was an ancient name, having been a noted locality for the Indians to “watch”
for and catch salmon. Bloomfield annexed in 1861. Population in 1940 was
7,097. Population in 2008 was 8,742.
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Please visit our new website at: www.skowhegan.org

Town Manager, John
Doucette, Jr.
TELEPHONE: (207) 474-6907
FAX: (207) 474-9413

Town of Skowhegan
Town Manager
225 Water Street
Skowhegan, Maine 04976

A complete Audit Report is available for public viewing in the Town Clerk’s Office and
the Town Manager’s Office at the Municipal Building.

Sincerely,
John M. Doucette, Jr.
Town Manager

John M. Doucette, Jr.
Town Manager
TELEPHONE: (207) 474-6907
FAX: (207) 474-9413

Town of Skowhegan
Town Manager
225 Water Street
Skowhegan, Maine 04976

Dear Citizens of Skowhegan;
As always it has been a very interesting year. The town has started many projects and has continued to do these
projects and try not to increase the tax burden. This is getting more and more difficult because of the shift at the
State level to cut and shift the burden onto the property tax owners. These along with the unfunded mandates that are
required to keep our systems running are going to be costing more in the future. The Board of Selectmen is doing
everything possible to work to keep these projects going without costing the taxpayers.
The following are some of those projects and accomplishments.
1.

The Town’s Waste Treatment Plant has been operating for over 35 years and originally life span was 20 years.
It was identified by DEP to be upgraded and the Town was able to get the money through the SAPPI TIFF to
allocate $1.2 million for the upgrade of the plant.

2.

The U.S. Army National Guard has committed to the Town of Skowhegan with equipment and man power to
build our new football field at the Community Center which is a big savings to the town.

3.

The Run of River project is moving forward and will be presenting the Model and start the permitting process
for project. This will bring economic growth to the area.

4.

The Downtown Municipal Parking Lot revitalization has been put on hold until the
Governor releases the bond to bid the project.

5.

A committee has been put together to look at the Fire station and evaluate the need to repair or replace this
1904 structure.

6.

The State of Maine DEP has identified that the town needs to mitigate its Combined Sewer Overflows (CSO)
in order to get licensed at the Sewer plant. The Sewer lines in the town are 75 to 100 years old and the Board of
Selectmen are looking at options on how to fund this $12 million dollar project. A plan has been approved for
time frame to accomplish this but funding is being worked on and it the next question.

7.

The Board of Selectmen have implemented more control of spending in town and
require more explanation on what is being spent on each line item.

8.

A new WEB Page is being redesigned to make it more users friendly and to promote the Town of Skowhegan
as a Place to Watch.

As you can see a lot has happened and this is just some of it. Things are happening in Skowhegan and there are
more things coming in the future. We have seen our Downtown grow and more businesses are opening downtown.
In closing, I would like to thank the Board of Selectmen, all of the Department Heads and employees that work
hard and dedicate themselves to give the best for the town. Most of all I want to thank the volunteers’ that give of
their time and ask nothing in return. I would be remiss if I did not thank all the citizens of the town for the support
and confidence you have given myself and all of those that work and support the town.
Because of this the Town of Skowhegan is definitely a “Place to Watch”.

Sincerely,

John M. Doucette, Jr.
John M. Doucette, Jr.
Town Manager

Joy Mase, Chairman
Newell Graf, Vice Chairman
Betty Austin
Cyprien Johnson
Donald Lowe

Town of Skowhegan
Board of Selectmen
225 Water Street
Skowhegan, Maine 04976

TELEPHONE: (207) 474-6907
FAX: (207) 474-9413

To the Citizens of the Town of Skowhegan:
To live in a town such as ours is a unique and distinct opportunity. From Coburn Park to our
ADA Walking Trail – we are surrounded by the beauty of our natural resources.
Our Town Meeting form of Government affords each of us the opportunity to voice our
concerns, have our questions answered and join with our neighbors to speak to the issues
affecting us all. Town Meeting is a time for honest, open exchange to deliver your message to
your Board of Selectmen.
We are listening. In past Town Meetings, you, the people, spoke regarding the cost of health
care for our town employees and your message was heard. The proposed budget reflects the
decrease in cost as a result of the change in health plans.
As we continue to struggle economically – especially here in rural Maine, unbalanced budgets,
unfunded mandates and unfair shifting of tax burdens that trickle down from the Federal
Government to our State to our County and ultimately to our Municipality create challenges that
require creativity and resourcefulness. I trust that we will rise to these challenges as the close
knit Community that we are. It will take the whole of our Town to see us through these times,
with understanding and patience.
I urge you to review the proposed budget. I hope that in doing so you will have questions that
will send you to your Town Meeting for answers. I trust that if enough of us are present, the
process will work as intended. Last, I remind you that a Town Meeting is the voice of the
people. You must attend to be part of that voice.

Respectfully,

Joy A. Mase
Joy A. Mase
Chairman, Board of Selectmen
Town of Skowhegan

DIRECTORY OF REPRESENTATIVES
Federal
United States Senate
Senator Susan M. Collins
413 Dirksen Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510-1904
(202) 224-2523

or

P.O. Box 655
202 Harlow St, Rm 204
Bangor Maine 04402
(207) 945-0417

Senator Olympia Snowe
154 Russell Senate Office Building
Washington DC 20510-1903
(202) 224-5344

or

One Cumberland Place
Suite 306
Bangor Maine 04402
(207) 945-0432

U.S. Representatives to Congress
Congressmen Michael Michaud
1724 Longworth House Office Building
Washington DC 20515
(202)225-6306

or

16 Common Street
Waterville Maine 04901
(207) 873-5713

State of Maine
House of Representatives
Clerk’s Office
2 State House Station
Augusta Maine 04333-0002
House District 85
Representative Jeff McCabe
13 Olive Street
Skowhegan ME 04976
Residence: (207) 474-5402
Business: (207) 399-3185
State House: (207) 287-1400
Email: jeffmccabe4me@gmail.com
State House Email: Rep Jeff.McCabe@legislature.maine.gov
State of Maine
Senate
State House Station 3
Augusta Maine 04333
Senate District 26
Senator Rodney Whittemore
PO Box 96
Skowhegan Maine 04976
Residence: (207) 474-6703
Business (207) 474-2591
State House: (207) 287-1505
rodwhittemore@gmail.com

Annual Report to the Town of Skowhegan
A Message from Senator Rod Whittemore
Dear Friends and Neighbors:
It is an honor to represent you in the Maine Senate for a second term, and I am grateful for the trust you have placed in me
to work for the betterment of this community and our region.
Looking back at the results of the past two-year session, I am proud of the work accomplished by lawmakers during an
extremely difficult fiscal climate. We increased state funding to local schools, brought solvency to the retiree pension
system, created more transparency and accountability at state agencies, and paid back our local hospitals millions of
dollars. We worked hard to deliver the changes we promised, and we succeeded. It is imperative that we do not roll back
the steps taken during the 125th Legislature to set Maine on better financial footing and toward a brighter future.
Lawmakers have had a great deal of work on their plates since the session kicked into full swing in January. The most
daunting task has been addressing a $120 million shortfall within the Department of Health and Human Services and its
MaineCare program. We must also address a $35 million revenue shortfall in the budget that ends June 30 and a projected
$880 million gap in the next two-year budget.
Maine continues to be hampered by high energy costs and an aging population. It is a priority of mine to find a way to
lower energy costs to help preserve the jobs we have in our state and encourage new job growth. Maine has the oldest
state population in the nation. We must work in Augusta to pass legislation that will help grow our economy so that our
youth can find opportunities here at home to work and live. Until we address these issues, Maine will continue to lag
behind other states.
During the 126th Legislature, I will serve as Republican Senate Lead on the Joint Standing Committee on Insurance. As
the previous Senate Chair on this committee, I have strongly advocated for ensuring that Maine move towards more
affordable health insurance, making it accessible to more Mainers. Last Session the Legislature enacted Public Law 90,
which allows people to purchase health insurance across state lines, therefore increasing competition. PL 90 has already
demonstrated its effectiveness in lowering the cost of health insurance for a majority of individuals and small group
markets. As the cost of health care continues to increase at an unacceptable rate, PL 90 when fully implemented will
lower deductibles and premiums, bringing more young people into the insurance market.
Again, thank you for entrusting me to represent you in Augusta. Please feel free to contact me if you ever need my help
in navigating the state bureaucracy. I would be happy to help in any way that I can. I can be reached in Augusta at 2871505 or by e-mail at rodwhittemore@gmail.com.
Sincerely,

Rod Whittemore
Maine State Senator

John Doucette, Jr.
Town Manager
TELEPHONE: (207) 474-6907
FAX: (207) 474-9413

Town of Skowhegan
Town Manager
225 Water Street
Skowhegan, Maine 04976

Report from the Tax Collector
2012

Dear Citizens;
As tax Collector, I am responsible for the administration and collection of
property taxes for the Town of Skowhegan. Property tax is defined as any tax, fee, charge or
assessment imposed by any government entity upon property or a property owner as a direct
consequence of being owner of the that property as of April 1st of each year.
I would like to remind all tax payers that taxes are paid twice a year, and that it is the
responsibility of the tax payer to ensure they are paid on time. Late payments can result in
penalties. Also this means that the property can have a lien put on it which could result in the
property going to foreclosure where the Town will now own the property and by State Law take
it and sell for back taxes. This it is why it ist important that you contact the assessor’s office and
the town office to insure that ownership is correct by April 1st of each year.
The town continues to offer a “Tax Club” and more people are taking advantage of it.
Remember this is for only residential properties which must be lived in by the taxpayer. No other
property they own falls under this. All previous years taxes must be paid in full before enrolling
in this program and if payments are missed then penalties and interest will be added and
disenrollment will occur. For further information and or to enroll in the “Tax Club” contact
myself or Melanie Alexander.
I would like to thank the ladies up at the front office for there hard work, Dena Rich, MJ
Clifford, Gail Pelotte, and especially Melanie Alexander Deputy Tax Collector for the hard work
they do. They have one of the hardest jobs in that they have to collect taxes which no one enjoys
giving to. Thank-you for what you do.
If you have a question on your tax bill or if you have any questions on your taxes please
feel free to contact me.

Sincerely,

John M. Doucette, Jr.
John M. Doucette, Jr.
Town Manager/Tax Collector

Office of Assessors
Town of Skowhegan
225 Water Street
Skowhegan, Maine 04976
(207) 474-6903 email: skowassessor@skowhegan.org

TAXPAYER’S NOTICE
REAL ESTATE: If you have constructed, altered or removed any buildings since April 1, 2012 and
on or before April 1, 2013, please notify the Assessors’ Office at 474-6903.
BUSINESS PERSONAL PROPERTY: If you have started a new business, you need to notify the
Assessors’ Office to obtain forms for filing a list of your business furniture and equipment.
In accordance with Title 36, Section 706 of the Maine Revised Statutes, failure to furnish lists of
taxable property or any of the aforementioned changes on or before the dates requested will bar one’s
right of an abatement of taxes.
EXEMPTIONS: Taxation is the rule and exemption is the exception. If you think your property
should have an exemption, and you are not already receiving it, you have an obligation to make the
Assessors aware of the legal category of exemption the property may qualify for. All notifications
and applications for exemption shall be made no later than April 1, 2014, for the 2013-2014 tax year.
In the case of property owned by individuals, possible exemptions are for certain veterans, blind
persons, and homestead owners as described below.
VETERANS: All veterans who will be 62 years of age on or before April 1, 2014, any widow or
minor children of veterans who would have been 62 years of age as of April 1, 2014 should contact
the Assessors’ office to see if they are eligible for a tax exemption. Any veteran who is receiving a
100% disability pension from the Veterans Administration should call to see if they are eligible for
an exemption. Applications for veteran’s exemption must be made with this office on or before April
1, 2014. If you are currently receiving a veteran’s exemption, you do not need to reapply.
BLIND: Any person who is declared blind by a Licensed Doctor should notify the Assessors’ Office
on or before April 1, 2014 to see if he or she is eligible for a tax exemption. If you are already
receiving such an exemption, you do not need to reapply.

HOMESTEAD: A person who owns his or her own home and has owned a home in Maine for at
least 12 months prior to April 1, 2014 can apply for a Homestead Exemption. The application
needs to be received by April 1, 2014. This exemption from taxation went into effect in 1998.
We are assuming that it will be available in 2014 as well. One can only receive this exemption
on the home that is his or her residence. If you are currently receiving this exemption, and you
still reside in the same home, you do not need to reapply.
Respectfully submitted,
William Van Tuinen
Agent to the Board of Assessors
Leisa D. Porter
Assistant Assessor

SKOWHEGAN BOARD OF ASSESSORS REPORT
To the Citizens and Taxpayers of Skowhegan:
The tax rate for the fiscal year 2012, beginning 7/1/2011 and ending 6/30/2012, was $15.86 per thousand.
Our last revaluation was done in 1991. We have endeavored to maintain our assessed valuations at a realistic
level of value compared to sales prices. However, the data that our valuations are maintained from does stem
back to 1991 and, therefore, does not reflect exactly all the individual property characteristics that exist today.
Skowhegan has a considerable industrial tax base. Major industrial accounts include the S.D. Warren Paper
mill, the FPL hydroelectric plant in the center of the town, and the Imerys precipated calcium carbonate plant
located at the S.D. Warren complex.
Much of the Skowhegan property tax base consists of taxable machinery and equipment. A few years ago the
State of Maine put in place the Business Equipment Tax Exemption. This exemption exempts from taxation
certain new personal property, including manufacturing equipment, placed in service after April 1, 2007. Over
time it is our expectation that this change will gradually erode the Skowhegan tax base as older taxable
equipment is replaced with new equipment. We will receive a reasonably substantial level of reimbursement
from the state for this new exemption. However, it will at a level of less than 100% and, therefore, result in tax
and valuation loss.
It was a pleasure to serve the Town of Skowhegan and we wish to thank the community for its cooperation and
support.
As you are aware, your Skowhegan tax bill raises revenue for three levels of government. In the 2012 fiscal
year the tax commitment in Skowhegan raised the following net amounts:
1. The town of Skowhegan raised a net amount of $5,646,904.38. Included in this town amount is a TIF
appropriation of $1,610,259.46, which funds a credit enhancement payment to S.D. Warren Company
and is partly used by the town to fund economic development activities. This was about 32.7% of the
total tax and amounted to about $5.19 per thousand of valuation.
2. SAD 54 raised a net amount of $9,043,886.00, which comprises 52.4% of the total tax and amounted
to $8.32 per thousand of valuation.
3. Somerset County raised a net amount of $2,553,508.89 which comprises 14.8% of the total or $2.35
per thousand.
The growth in the Skowhegan tax base over the past year included 8 new homes valued at $642,400, 5 mobile
homes valued at $160,900, and a commercial building at $89,200. The expansion at Walmart added a little
over $4.1 million..
Qualifying taxpayers who reside in a home as their primary residence and who have an application on record
with this office continued to receive an exemption from their taxable valuation. New property owners who
reside in homes in Skowhegan need to file a homestead exemption by April 1. If you move from one home in
Skowhegan to another, please call our office at 474-6903 to insure that we transfer your exemption to the new
home.
Taxpayers are reminded that they have 185 days from the date of commitment of taxes to request an abatement
of taxes in writing, if they believe that the valuation of their property is too high.

Respectfully submitted,
David G. Summers, Chairman
Ronald F. Blaisdell, V. Chairman
John Grohs

2012 Uncollected Property Taxes
As of March 29, 2013
Allmendinger, Mary (Thompson)

$103.45

Ames Real Estate Enterprises Inc

$393.91

Ames Real Estate Enterprises Inc

$362.27

Ames Real Estate Enterprises Inc

$365.59

Ames Real Estate Enterprises Inc

$363.94

Ames Real Estate Enterprises Inc

$360.61

Arsenault, Dennis

$160.81

B.D.C. Management Corporation

$1,263.92

B.D.C. Management Corporation

$1,322.19

B.D.C. Management Corporation

$591.28

B.D.C. Management Corporation

$623.07

B.D.C. Management Corporation

$788.30

B.D.C. Management Corporation

$606.26

B.D.C. Management Corporation

$631.24

Bailey, Wanda Marie

$1,235.61

Barrett, Douglas

$1,198.07

Barrett, Douglas - Trustee

$70.55

Barrett, Douglas - Trustee

$3,329.20

Barrett, Douglas - Trustee

$3,893.62

Beckwith, Shawn M

$760.85

Belanger, Dustin R

$1,656.69

Belanger, Roger A

$744.46

Belanger, Theodore J III

$1,645.96

Boothby, Darin - TC

$923.35

Bordwick, Peter

$124.64

Boroczky, Thomas

$547.99

Breingan, Glen A

$2,011.48

Broadley, Glenn

$1,470.67

Brown, Nicole L

$769.43

Burns, Pamela M

$1,188.99

2012 Uncollected Property Taxes
Continued:
Bussell, Eric

$354.86

C F Foster Properties Inc

$5,545.12

Cain, Diana M

$4,695.22

Cameron, William E Jr

$2,128.03

Casher, Theodore P

$306.57

Chapman, Brenda L (Pottle)

$148.40

Chapman, Carolyn J - Personal Rep

$1,944.88

Chapman. Craig

$408.14

Chapman, Juanita D

$471.41

Chapman, Laura

$186.37

Charrier, Darrin A

$408.73

Clark, Ezra

$680.28

Clark, Roland

$425.54

Clarke, Peter

$131.75

Cloutier, Tanae

$1,133.14

Clukey, Ralph E

$412.42

Cormier, Laurie J

$656.49

Crocker, Brandon W

$500.46

Dam, Anna M

$259.74

Davis, Allan M

$918.47

Dawes, Tammy (Cowette)

$226.65

Derbyshire, James A

$841.02

Dickison, Douglas

$760.64

Enaire, Chad

$717.81

Ennis, Jeffrey M

$437.04

Foster, Laurie

$776.08

Fowler, Linda (Graf)

$680.28

George, Ernest J

$340.33

Giroux, John H Jr

$433.11

Goldsmith, Larry

$1,367.14

Gray, Jason A

$979.97

2012 Uncollected Property Taxes
Continued:
Green, Thomas

$628.87

Greene, Brian

$212.19

Gregor, Kimberly

$224.08

Gronda, Shaun

$170.79

Harrington, Glen C

$946.63

Hartley, Stacey C

$654.55

Harville, Thomas W

$1,350.49

Harville, Thomas W

$604.60

Harville, Thomas W

$789.41

Harville, Thomas W

$1,672.58

Harville, Thomas W

$1,190.66

Harville, Thomas W

$841.02

Harville, Thomas W

$872.66

Harville, Thomas W

$1,513.65

Hewett, Lori

$1,576.93

Hjort, Alfred J

$1,065.79

Houghton, Joann M

$831.79

House, Celina

$492.89

House, Celina

$123.27

Humphrey, Thomas E

$85.79

Hyde, Cynthia K

$1,028.25

James, Wayne W

$1,073.20

Javis, Jeanine
Jewell, Gregory W
Johnson, Brett H
Johnson, Cyprien J

$228.32
$2,111.38
$255.62
$2,675.79

Jones, Tammy

$82.95

Keaten, Derek

$279.02

Kenney, Walter -TC

$757.97

Knight, Karen

$551.32

Knight, Kathleen H

$1,210.64

2012 Uncollected Property Taxes
Continued:
Knowlton, Dale P

$1,492.01

Lacasse & Sterns

$2,121.36

Laney, Roger W - Life Estate

$255.44

Leclair, Jeannette N

$741.13

Lemieux, Keith

$62.91

Lewis, Michelle L

$1,191.41

Libby, Kenneth A

$1,380.46

Libby, Patricia G - Personal Rep

$343.46

Littlejohn, Darlene

$309.90

Locke, Roland H

$651.21

Lunt, Kym L

$963.32

Lyons, Thomas R - Trustee

$2,866.44

M & D Car Washes Inc

$2,023.14

Marcue, Leslie A

$1,177.34

McCarthy, Ambrose

$2,964.59

McCarthy, Ambrose

$239.07

McCarthy, Ambrose

$118.43

McCarthy, Ambrose

$1,040.19

McCarthy, William R Sr

$484.72

McGregor, Ellen M - Trustee

$1,142.42

Meader, Kevin L

$2,226.26

Merrill, Michael L

$1,868.29

Merrill, Michael L

$1,505.34

Merrow, Timothy J

$1,561.03

Miller, Robert E

$424.78

Miller, Robert E

$541.33

Millett, Monya R - Heirs of
Mirzac, Charmaine J
Moore, Maxell

$1,570.27
$776.08
$1,508.40

Murray, Jamie A

$150.82

Nickerson, Craig E

$931.72

2012 Uncollected Property Taxes
Continued:
Norgard, Jeffrie V

$289.89

Obert, Bruce R

$484.72

Obert, Bruce R

$481.39

Obert, Bruce R

$481.39

Obert, Bruce R

$483.05

Obert, Denise L

$461.41

Ouellette, Mark E Jr

$808.48

Ouellette, Mark E Jr

$790.16

Paradis, Claire

$598.62

Parlin, Eric G

$1,410.28

Paturzo, Ronald C

$1,340.51

Pepin, Deborah A (Jones)

$946.93

Perkins, Bruce A Jr

$470.49

Perkins, Bruce L

$579.94

Perkins-Lombard, Tina L

$887.65

Perri, Edward

$396.48

Philbrick, Lee A

$1,327.94

Pottle, Brenda L

$539.65

Poulin Park Apartments LLC

$557.98

Poulin Park Apartments LLC

$536.34

Poulin, Yvon R

$408.36

Prentiss, Gordon

$1,688.38

Quimby, George A

$888.40

Reed, Joel

$165.81

Rollins, Arnold S
Roode, Mary O
Rooney, Annabelle

$1,370.98
$747.82
$1,478.70

Roy, Larry

$193.35

Salisbury, Kristina L & Norma M

$861.75

Salley, Paul D

$572.06

Santy, Bradley R II

$354.70

2012 Uncollected Property Taxes
Continued:
Santy, Bradley R II

$191.54

Santy, Bradley R II

$143.25

Santy, Bradley R II

$278.12

Savage, Carlton

$1,421.18

Savage, Lawrence N II

$969.23

Savage, Mark

$438.11

Savage, Mark M

$1,962.29

Sawyer, Herbert W - Heirs of

$117.08

Shaden, Philip

$106.77

Shaw, Hazen R Jr

$349.86

Shaw, Norman

$454.76

Shaw, Norman

$744.46

Shaw, Norman

$1,337.18

Shaw, Norman R

$1,233.95

Shaw, Norman R

$644.55

Shaw, Norman R

$1,220.63

Sincyr, David A

$1,382.89

Sirois, Gloria F - Life Estates

$927.64

Sites, Blaine J

$978.61

Skowhegan Hsg. Lmtd Prtnrshp

$10,578.62

SLS Partnership

$1,126.49

Smith, Joshua M

$765.19

Soucy, Richard P

$1,415.43

Spooner, Texton - Personal Rep

$66.82

Sprague, William H

$64.96

Sprague, William H & Ruth

$547.84

Spring House Associates

$16,816.94

Stevens, Craig A, Esq - Personal Rep

$2,127.97

Strout, Reginald P

$1,381.21

Sullivan, Gerald
Szeto, Ding - Life Estate

$925.93
$1,831.66

2012 Uncollected Property Taxes
Continued:
Tatakis, Penney (Clukey)

$1,869.05

Taylor, Cathy

$122.52

Tozier, David

$414.79

Tracey, Rhonda (Grant)

$337.30

Trafton, Leon

$496.38

Turner, Michael

$954.57

VonHusen, Elizabeth

$413.14

Walters, Christopher D

$1,041.57

Washburn, Randy L

$2,968.66

Washburn, Timothy M - Pers Rep

$1,253.93

Waterville Oaks, LLC

$1,519.33

Wellman, Melanie L

$1,327.94

White, Christopher

$362.27

White, Christopher D - Pers Rep

$93.45

Williamson, Shane

$910.69

Wright, Theresa L

$1,211.08

Yankee Realty

$458.84

Yankee Realty

$1,326.28

Yankee Realty

$3,182.70

Yankee Realty

$392.24

Yankee Realty

$393.91

Yankee Realty

$393.91

Yankee Realty

$393.91

Yankee Realty

$405.56

Yankee Realty

$407.22

Zarella, Lillian

$974.22
Total:

$218,301.09

2011 Uncollected Property Taxes
As of March 29, 2013
Allmendinger, Mary (Thompson)

$117.98

Arsenault, Dennis

$192.35

Belanger, Dustin R

$1,290.05

Boroczky, Thomas

$282.82

Burns, Pamela M

$120.57

Bussell, Eric

$392.46

Chapman, Brenda L (Pottle)

$36.35

Chapman, Juanita D

$166.52

Chapman, Craig

$384.47

Clark, Ezra

$882.37

Cloutier, Tanae

$1,107.00

Costa, Ralph

$946.99

Foster, Laurie

$754.69

Goldsmith, Larry

$864.91

Gray, Jason A

$958.33

Heinze, Richard K

$1,470.57

Hewett, Lori

$1,260.83

Hjort, Alfred J

$541.87

Houghton, Joann M

$499.53

House, Celina

$407.16

Hyde, Cynthia K

$1,005.19

Jewell, Gregory W

$2,046.52

Knight, Kathleen H

$697.08

Lewis, Michelle L

$605.51

Libby, Kenneth A

$1,341.29

Libby, Patricia G - Personal Rep

$438.85

Lunt, Kym L

$539.85

Meader, Kevin L

$2,167.82

Paturzo, Ronald C

$780.10

Perkins, Bruce A Jr

$352.09

2011 Uncollected Property Taxes
Continued:
Perkins-Lombard, Tina L

$917.90

Perri, Edward

$413.71

Savage, Mark

$426.64

Shadan, Philip

$105.05

Sincyr, David A

$1,349.40

Tozier, David

$409.60

Washburn, Timothy M- Pers Rep

$1,218.48
Total:

$27,492.90

2010 Uncollected Property Taxes
As of March 29, 2013
Chapman, Brenda L (Pottle)

$54.69

Clark, Ezra

$239.63

Foster, Laurie

$178.35

Gray, Jason A

$965.88

Hyde, Cynthia K

$969.79

Libby, Kenneth A

$1,234.64

Libby, Patricia G- Personal Rep

$444.17

Meader, Kevin L

$1,813.14

Northern New England Telephone Oper LLC

$127.72

Northern New England Telephone Oper LLC

$3,731.45

Perkins-Lombard, Tina L

$201.01

Savage, Mark

$432.07

Shaden, Philip

$85.38

Washburn, Timothy M - Pers Rep

$754.21
Total:

$11,232.13

2009 Uncollected Property Taxes
As of March 29, 2013
Libby, Patricia G- Personal Rep

$152.40
Total:

$152.40

2008 Uncollected Personal Property Taxes
As of April 3, 2013
Comopolitan
$112.00
Frenchys Diner
$162.39
James Derbyshire LLC
$2,401.60
LaCasse Shoe Repair
$4.54
Leaf Financial Corp
$844.59
Lyons Music & Vending
$54.40
M & D LP Gas Service
$80.00
Misner, Daniel
$707.20
North Ave Car Wash
$4.69
Northern Filter & Supply Inc
$35.20
Skowhegan Village Pizza
$160.00
Total: $4,566.61
2009 Uncollected Personal Property Taxes
As of April 3, 2013
Blueberry Cupboard
$80.25
Cosmopolitan
$112.35
Frenchys Diner
$192.60
James Derbyshire LLC
$2,409.11
KMD Inc
$72.23
LaCasse Shoe Repair
$125.19
Leaf Financial Corp
$381.99
Lyons Music & Vending
$54.57
M & D LP Gas Service
$80.25
Misner, Daniel
$709.41
Northern Filter & Supply Inc
$41.06
Rumors Bar
$48.15
Skowhegan Sand & Gravel
$112.35
Skowhegan Village Pizza
$160.50
Somerset Flooring
$12.84
Spencer Auto Body
$80.25
T-Netix, Inc
$62.59
Total: $4,735.69

2010 Uncollected Personal Property Taxes
As of April 3, 2013
Blueberry Cupboard
Cosmopolitan
Custom Structures
Empire Grill
Fitzgerald Foundations
Frenchys Diner
Investment Recovery
James Derbyshire LLC
LaCasse Shoe Repair
Leaf Financial Corp
Lyons Music & Vending
M & D Car Wash Inc
M & D LP Gas Service
Matt Powers Builders
Mid Maine Appraisals
Misner, Daniel
Northern Leather & Tattoo
Rumors Bar
Scott Sirois Construction
Skowhegan Sand & Gravel
Somerset Flooring
Spencer Auto Body
Sprint United Mgmt Co
T-Mobile Cell Phones 'N More
Washburn & Co, LLC
Will Foster Builders

$77.70
$108.78
$62.16
$105.67
$41.96
$186.48
$19.52
$2,332.55
$121.21
$104.12
$52.84
$90.13
$83.45
$4.50
$36.77
$686.87
$31.08
$46.62
$46.62
$108.78
$12.43
$77.70
$21.76
$38.68
$62.16
$8.26
Total: $4,568.80

2011 Uncollected Personal Property Taxes
As of April 3, 2013
Alice's Restaurant
Blueberry Cupboard
Caterpillar Financial Srvcs
Central Maine Wreath
Charriers Restaurant & Lounge
Communioty Rehabilitaion Srvcs
Cosmopolitan
Custom Structures
D&I Inc D/B/A Aerus Electrolux
Diebold
Dunphy Flooring
Fitzgerald's Foundations Inc
Garden Island of Skowhegan
Gilblair & Son Trucking
Investment Recovery
J K Powers Builders Inc
L R Liberty Trucking
LaCasse Shoe Repair
Lyons Music & Vending
M & D Car Wash Inc - East Frnt
Matt Powers Builders
McCarthy, Ambrose G Jr
Mid Maine Appraisal
Misner Lawn Care
Northern Leather & Tattoo
Poland's Garage Inc
Rick's Pit Stop
Rumors Bar
Sandy & Daughter, Inc.
Scott Sirois Construction
Skowhegan Electric Motor Inc
Snack Shack
Solon MFG Co
Somerset Flooring
Spencer Auto Body
T-Mobile Cell Phones 'N More
Washburn & Co, LLC
Will Foster Builders

$186.00
$77.50
$2,870.95
$1.15
$627.75
$16.90
$141.05
$62.00
$13.95
$256.88
$111.60
$15.50
$1,718.95
$593.65
$38.75
$114.70
$46.50
$156.55
$58.90
$117.80
$62.00
$650.61
$57.35
$499.10
$31.00
$51.94
$7.75
$46.50
$32.50
$46.50
$97.65
$103.85
$196.43
$6.20
$77.50
$38.75
$62.00
$62.00
Total: $9,356.66

2012 Uncollected Personal Property Taxes
As of April 3, 2013
Alice's Resaurant
Blueberry Cupboard
Caterpillar Financial Srvcs
Central Maine Wreath
Cit Group Inc
Community Driving School
Community Rehabilitation Srvcs
Computer Medics
Cosmopolitan
Custom Structures
Diebold
Fitzgerald's Foundations Inc
Garden Island of Skowhegan
Gilblair & Son Trucking
Investment Recovery
J K Powers Builders Inc
LaCasse Shoe Repair
Leaf Financial Corp
Lynnette's Gofts N Cards
Lyons Music & Vending
M & D Car Wash Inc - East Frnt
Matt Powers Builders
MBII
McCarthy, Ambrose G Jr
Merrill, Michael
Mid Maine Appraisal
Misner Lawn Care
Northeast Doran
Poland's Garage Inc
Rick's Pit Stop
Rumors Bar
Sandy & Daughter, Inc.
Scott Sirois Construction
Skowhegan Electric Motor Inc
Snack Shack
Spencer Auto Body
Sterns, Richard - Attorney
Sun Rayz
Tadpole Academt - Daycare Facility

$190.32
$85.05
$6,014.11
$153.84
$545.40
$14.27
$133.22
$15.86
$153.25
$63.44
$418.70
$15.86
$1,582.83
$607.44
$39.65
$123.11
$164.94
$85.64
$14.27
$60.27
$123.71
$63.44
$14.27
$951.60
$299.75
$60.27
$466.28
$62.47
$106.26
$7.93
$53.33
$718.46
$47.58
$99.92
$99.92
$79.30
$31.72
$156.42
$4.76

2012 Uncollected Personal Property Taxes
Continued:
Tropical Sunsations - Ind Summr
$14.27
Veilleux, Charles
$31.72
Washburn & Co, LLC Construction
$63.44
West Front Residence
$152.67
Will Foster Builders
$63.44
Total: $14,254.40

Town Clerk - Treasurer
Tax Collector
Telephone (207) 474-6902
Fax (207) 474-9413

Human Resource – Finance Director
Telephone (207) 474-6900
Fax (207) 858-0320

Town of Skowhegan
Department of Finance
TOWN CLERK/TREASURER REPORT
July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012
To the Board of Selectmen and the Citizens of Skowhegan:
I would like to take this time to thank the citizens of Skowhegan for the privilege of being
elected as Town Clerk and Treasurer. The positions can be challenging at times, but I truly do
appreciate the opportunity to serve the citizens of Skowhegan.
The town’s appropriation to S.A.D. #54 was nine million forty-three thousand eight hundred
eighty-six dollars (9,043,886.00). The town’s appropriation to Somerset County was two million
five hundred fifty-three thousand five hundred eight dollars and eighty-nine cents
(2,553,508.89).
Higgins educational loans totaling fifteen thousand dollars (15,000.00) were issued to six
graduates of Skowhegan Area High School’s Class of 2011. Before making payments on their
interest-free loans, recipients receive a one-year grace period upon completion of their education.
Each year high school seniors have the opportunity to apply for a loan. A senior must contact
the high school guidance office for an application between January and April 30 of their senior
year. The application deadline is May 1.
I would like to take this opportunity to ask recipients of Higgins Loans that have not been
making payments towards their loans to please begin making monthly payments. I have sent out
several letters regarding repayment of these loans and most go unanswered. Please make
payments so that future students can have the same opportunity as you and receive an interest
free loan.
Thank you, the citizens of Skowhegan for your support.

Respectfully submitted,

Gail R. Pelotte
Gail R. Pelotte
Town Clerk/Treasurer

Town Clerk’s Report
July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012

No.
Issued

Paid
to Town

INLAND FISHERIES & WILDLIFE
Boat/Snowmobile/ATV
Hunting/Fishing Licenses
Sales Tax
Town Fees

$4,932.75

Totals

$4,932.75

Paid to
State of Maine

$ 41,211.00
$ 28,778.00
$ 9,688.93

$ 79,677.93

DOG LICENSES
Male & Female
Neutered & Spayed
Kennel Licenses

323
1243
6

$323.00
$1,243.00
$12.00

$
$
$

3,230.00
3,729.00
180.00

Totals

1572

$1,578.00

$

7,139.00

ANIMAL CONTROL OFFICER FUND

$9,146.00

MUNICIPAL LICENSES
Victualer Licenses
Pool Table/Bowling/Licenses
Innkeeper Licenses
Special Amusement Licenses

45
5
2
6

$1,320.00
$150.00
$60.00
$180.00

Totals

58

$1,710.00

OTHER SERVICES
Marriage Intentions Files
Record Search
Partnership
Certified Copies
Add’l Certified Copies
Burial Permits
Business Names Recorded
Non-resident Notary Fees
Hospital Liens Filed

60
8
0
1,140
663
347
12
77
13

$2,160.00
$20.00
$0.00
$14,820.00
$3,580.20
$4,858.00
$120.00
$385.00
$65.00

$ 2,280.00
$
265.20
$ 2,082.00

Totals

2,320

$26,008.20

$

*Passports are no longer processed in Town Clerk’s Office as of 4/1/2011.

4,627.20

Local Live Births Recorded (Skowhegan Residents)
Births Reported to Other Towns
Births Received from Other Towns
Local Deaths Recorded (Skowhegan Residents)**
Marriage Returns Recorded
Births Reported to State
Marriages Reported to State
Oaths Administered

47
108
51
136
63
155
63
135

Totals

758

**Due to new state law deaths are processed at
state level.

Respectfully Submitted,

Gail R. Pelotte
Gail R. Pelotte
Town Clerk

Melanie A. Alexander
Melanie A. Alexander
Deputy Town Clerk

Skowhegan Fire Department
16 Island Avenue
Skowhegan, ME 04976
Annual Report
July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012
To:

John Doucette, Town Manager
Board of Selectman
Citizens of the Town of Skowhegan

Once again it is that time of year where we prepare budgets for the new year and review the
happenings of the past year. Our annual report may look a little different this year as I asked for
thoughts from the career Captains.
First we have provided some insight as to what a “typical” day as a firefighter at
Skowhegan Fire could be like.
Many people still envision firefighters sitting around the table at the firehouse, playing
cards or checkers, waiting for the next fire to occur. Those days are long gone and today the fire
department is a multi-faceted public service agency with an ever increasing workload.
Firefighters today are expected to have knowledge and maintain skills in a variety of topics
including: hazardous materials response, high angle rescue, water rescue, extrication, wildland
fires, and of course fire fighting.
This is why we cannot say that there is a "typical day" at the Fire Department. Each day
or "shift" brings the firefighter new training, opportunities and challenges. Firefighters work a 24
hour shift followed by 24 hours off, but are on call 24/7. Following is what a “typical day” at the
firehouse might look like.
7:00 am Arrive at the firehouse and get information from the shift going off duty. The
firefighters can often be seen in front of the station when the weather is nice at this time.
7:30 am All personnel with the exception of the Captain will begin the daily cleaning of the fire
station. This includes sweeping and mopping the floors, cleaning the bathrooms, kitchen, offices
and general housekeeping. The Captain will check his email, look at the schedule for any
appointments, return phone calls and update the fire chief.
8:15 am After the daily housekeeping is done, the apparatus and equipment is checked inside
and out. Apparatus and equipment is expected to be ready to perform at all times. Keeping the
equipment in a ready state is one of the most important parts of a firefighters job.
9:30 am The remainder of the day is spent working on a variety of tasks that must be completed.
Each firefighter has specific job duties that require their attention. Much of the work that is done
is required by state or federal safety laws.
Teaching fire extinguisher training at local businesses
Performing scheduled maintenance on equipment such as oil changes
Testing fire hose

Inspecting SCBA (breathing apparatus worn by the firefighters)
Fixing and/or maintaining hand tools
Washing apparatus
Lubricating various valves and gaskets on fire pumps
Testing fire pumps
Maintaining the fire station (at 109 years old this can be time consuming)
Mowing the lawn
Washing windows
Painting
While the firefighters are busy with their daily routine, the Captains are generally
working in the office completing reports, writing lesson plans, and maintaining department
records. The Captains also work with the Code Enforcement Officer doing life safety inspections
at local businesses and apartment buildings.
6:30 pm – 9:30 pm. The evening hours are reserved for department training activities.
Firefighters attend on average 6 – 10 hours per month continuing their education through
department training activities.
All of this adds up to a busy day for the firefighters and officers of the department and we
haven’t even added in an emergency call.
Emergency calls always take precedence and can happen at any time day or night.
Emergency calls tend to take the “typical” out of our “typical day”. When the firefighters report
for duty they don’t know what they are going to be asked to be today. Am I a firefighter, a
hazardous materials technician, a rescue swimmer? A typical day can be anything but typical,
but the members of the Skowhegan Fire Department are always here, always ready, and always
serving our community.
Listed below are some of the items that we deal with on a continuing basis. These items are just
part of the normal routine A few items here are special items such as the condition of the fire
station.
Grants:
We were able to purchase a Carbon Monoxide Pulse Oximeter from left over money from a grant
that we were awarded in 2009. We will be able to noninvasively assess the firefighters’ CO
levels in their blood during rehab of training exercises as well as emergency scenes. Case studies
have shown firefighters have had CO levels in the range of 7 – 10 which is well above the
normal 0 – 2 and they did not have any signs or symptoms of CO poisoning. With early
recognition, treatment for CO poisoning can begin immediately, which significantly reduces both
short and long term risks.

We here at your fire department understand times are very difficult so each year we apply for
federal assistance through grants called “Assistance To Firefighters Grant”. We have been very
fortunate to have been awarded some grants and disappointed when we didn’t receive any grants.
A lot of hard work and many hours are put into each grant as the information and research that is
needed is sometimes overwhelming. This particular grant is quite aggressive and is getting very
difficult to be awarded one as the competition is greater and the funding is much less but we will
continue to apply for these grants and do our best as long as they are available.
Incident Reports:
It takes several hours each month to enter information from our incident reports into the
computer. We have a computer program specifically designed for the Fire service. It is a great
tool to have as we can keep track and print reports of specific emergencies we respond the most
on or what part of town we may respond to the most as examples. We can run reports as a
training aid during our training exercises. Each month we have to upload our incident reports to
the State of Maine Fire Marshal’s Office where they will validate them and use our information
along with all Maine Fire Departments so they can gather much needed statistics for their
reports. From there they upload the information to the USFA where the information is broke
down again for more reporting country wide.
Trucks:
We have a fleet of apparatus that consists of 3 pumpers, 1 ladder truck, 1 pickup and 1 boat. Our
fleet is aging quicker than we can replace them. As a rule of thumb, fire department apparatus
has a life span of 20 to 25 years. We currently have a pumper that is 29 years old and is in dire
need of replacement. Unfortunately, because we are so far behind on apparatus replacement, our
ladder truck is already within the replacement time frame at 23 years old. We have spent several
thousands of dollars on these two apparatus over the last (5 years) and it is not cost effective
anymore.
Building Maintenance:
The fire station is 109 years old this year and it’s getting very difficult to maintain as it ages. The
complexity of maintenance and repairs is now beyond what we can handle ourselves and the
costs associated with the repairs is getting extremely expensive. Fortunately we have been able
to use this fire station for 109 years, unfortunately in today’s economy with heating & cooling
costs as high as they are this building is very inefficient. As each year passes, the list of repairs
grows and costs rise. We cannot keep up with the demand of repairs because of the costs
associated with them but we will continue to maintain the fire station to the best of ability.
As modern day fire trucks get larger, we have outgrown this fire station. We clear the apparatus
doors by mere inches when driving out. When we purchase new trucks we need to have them
constructed within a certain size to fit into the fire station and that drives up the cost of new
trucks. (It’s like a double edged sword) We are mandated to have certain equipment in the fire
service and to carry this equipment we need to have larger trucks.
I want to thank Captains Shawn Howard and Mike Savage for their contributions to this report.
While different from previous annual reports I hope you have enjoyed reading this report and
found it informative. If you have questions please call the fire station at 474-3400 or 474-6910.

W. Thomas Keene
W. Thomas Keene
Fire Chief

To: Mr. John Doucette, Town Manager
Board of Selectman
Citizens of Skowhegan
I would like to thank the Board of Selectman, Town Manager John Doucette and the Citizens of
Skowhegan for allowing me the honor and privilege to serve as your Deputy Police Chief.
I would like to thank all of the Department Heads and all of the town’s municipal employees for
their teamwork, cooperation, and support.
I would like to thank all of the Skowhegan Police Department’s Full-Time Officers, Reserve
Officers, Administrative Assistant, Parking Enforcement Officer, and Crossing Guides for
another job well done. The Employees of this department exhibited a high degree of
professionalism and integrity in the performance of their duties for the citizens of this
community.
Several changes in personnel occurred in the 2012/13 fiscal year. Former Chief Michael
Emmons was called to duty in service of our country in the defense of freedom. His tour of
military duty took him to Qatar to serve for 6 months. During the time of his absence, former
Deputy Chief Dale Lancaster oversaw the operations of the Skowhegan Police Department until
September 14, 2012. Dale Lancaster started his new position as Chief Deputy with the Somerset
County Sheriff’s Department on September 17, 2012. I took over as Interim Police Chief until
Emmons returned safely to us on December 5, 2012. I became your Deputy Chief on January 8,
2013. Toby Blodgett and Brett Lowell were hired on as full time police officers. After 5 ½
years of dedicated service to the citizens of Skowhegan, Emmons went on to become the Chief
of Police for Togus VA in Augusta in February 2013. Michael Pike was hired as a Reserve
Police Officer. Bill Shaw resigned as the Town’s Parking Enforcement Officer after 8 years of
dedicated service to the community. Officer Daryl Gordon completed his term with the Maine
Drug Enforcement Agency and returned to the department. He and Ronnie Blodgett were
promoted to the ranks of Detective within the agency. Detective Kelly Hooper is now serving
her term as Special Agent with the Maine Drug Enforcement Agency. Officer Timothy Williams
was selected to be the Town of Skowhegan’s Community Resource Officer. Kyle Wasiela is
currently attending the Maine Criminal Justice Academy in Vassalboro, Maine and is scheduled
to graduate at the end of May 2013. Upon his return to the department he will resume his duties
as Patrolman.
Several officers have attended specialized training such as Interview and Interrogation,
Sovereign Citizen, Crisis Intervention Training, Maine Drug Enforcement School, 24th Basic Law
Enforcement Training Program, Intoxilyzer Training.

Through the combined efforts of the officers and family members, the department was again able
to raise money for the Maine Special Olympics. This was accomplished by donations and

pumping gas one day at the Irving Mainway on Madison Avenue. I want to thank Officer Ronnie
Blodgett for serving as our Leg Leader and organizing our local fund raising efforts. I also want
to thank all of those who contributed to our fund raising efforts.
Officer David Daigneault served as a Camp Counselor at CAMP Postcard which is a camp
provided for children who may not otherwise be able to attend a Summer Camp; four of our
children were able to attend. This year the number of children who will be attending has
doubled. Officer Daigneault will serve in the same capacity as Camp Counselor.
For ten years a cooperative effort between the Maine Sheriffs' Association, the Volunteers of
America, and the Maine D.A.R.E. Officers Association has provided an innovative program for
Maine youth. Focused on tobacco, alcohol, drug, and crime prevention, Camp P.O.S.T.C.A.R.D.
is designed to benefit some of Maine's most deserving 5th and 6th graders. Camp
P.O.S.T.C.A.R.D. (Police Officers Striving to Create and Reinforce Dreams); provides kids with
direct involvement and mentoring with a variety of law enforcement and criminal justice
professionals.
In an effort to curtail costs to our tax payers, I will continue to search for Grant Dollars. We were
successful in obtaining additional funding from the Department of Justice for Bullet Proof Vests,
the State of Maine Bureau of Highway Safety for High Visibility Impaired Driving, Youth and
Family Services/Greater Somerset County Public Health Collaborative for Underage Drinking
Enforcement, Somerset Heart Health, and Maine Emergency Management Agency.
Skowhegan Police Department Community Policing Efforts included, Maine Special Olympics
and Fueling the Dreams, Children Fingerprinting, Skow Pendous, Sex Offender Community
Notification and Tracking, Robbery Prevention Presentations, Citizen and Neighborhood
Mediations, Education Participation and Visits in our Schools, Home Safety Talks, Compliance
Checks for Businesses and Bars, Prescription Drug Drop Off Initiative Program.
Members of the department encourage all citizens to become involved in crime prevention and
community issues. You can assist us by reporting crime or suspicious activity to the department.
If you have information pertaining to criminal activity but wish to remain anonymous please call
the hotline at 474-6915.
The police department proudly continues to serve the citizens of Skowhegan twenty-four (24)
hours a day, seven (7) days a week, If you need police services and discover the building is
locked, please use the push button speaker telephone conveniently mounted on the exterior wall
by the department’s main entrance. The telephone is automatically programmed to ring into the
Somerset County Communications Center. A Communication Officer will converse with you in
order to ascertain the nature of your complaint and then contact an officer or other emergency
service provider to assist you. During the evening hours, the speaker phone can be easily located
by looking for the building entrance located on the river side of the building near the parking lot.

Respectfully Submitted,
Daniel A. Summers
Deputy Chief of Police

School Resource Officer
2011-2012
To: Board of Selectmen and Citizens of the Town of Skowhegan
This is the tenth year the School Resource Officer (SRO) Program has been in existence
in School District #54. This program was originally funded by the COPS in School grant but it
has since expired. This position is now being funded by MSAD#54. I have prepared the
following statistics for the last three consecutive years, which reflect my daily activities.

Misc. Calls for Service
Arrests/Detentions
Summonses Issued
Contraband Incidents
Trespass Warnings Issued
Harassment Warnings Issued
Accident Reports
K-9 Searches
Traffic Control
Counseling Session w/Staff
Counseling Session w/Student
Counseling Session w/Parent
Classroom Presentations
Bomb Threats
Sport Event Details
School Dance Details
Assemblies Attended
Lunch w/Students
Middle School Visits
Parking Lot Tours
Administrative Time
Faculty Meetings Attended
Meetings (Misc)
Workshops Attended
Training Programs Attended
Marti Stevens Learning Ctr. Visits
Special Events Attended

2009-2010
283
1
42
26
10
58
2
0
1.75 hrs
95 hrs
156 hrs
43.5 hrs
2
0
4
6
8
101
123.5 hrs
97.5 hrs
85.5 hrs
1
28
3
2
53.5 hrs
9

2010-2011
275
4
46
19
11
45
2
0
4 hrs
111.75 hrs
176 hrs
43 hrs
2
0
3
4
5
64
118 hrs
62.5 hrs
92.5 hrs
1
10
2
5
51 hrs
13

2011-2012
281
5
31
25
3
48
3
0
3 hrs
115 hrs
147.5 hrs
34.5 hrs
3
0
2
5
6
71
116.5 hrs
65 hrs
84 hrs
1
12
2
3
48.75 hrs
10

The School Resource Officer is filled by a full-time Skowhegan Police Officer. The
officer provides a visible police presence in the high school, middle school and Marti Stevens
Learning Center.
My main objective is to build a positive relationship between students and staff. I act as
a liaison between the school and the police department. I concentrate my efforts in three
categories: teaching, counseling and enforcement.
I strive to achieve a safe learning environment for all and to be proactive as much as
possible in this effort.
I am also involved with the Law Enforcement Underage Drinking Task Force. This task
force will bring knowledge and experience in providing an underage drinking program to the
Senior Class. This is a hands on activity, which involves the use of the fatal vision goggles. This
program will be implemented prior to prom night.
During the summer of 2012, I attended Camp POSTCARD (Police Officers Striving To
Create And Reinforce Dreams). Camp POSTCARD is an amazing partnership with law
enforcement agencies throughout Maine to provide a free summer camp experience to deserving
5th and 6th graders from every county in the state. This camp has proven to be an important
opportunity to build strong relationships and valuable life skills that stay with the campers their
entire life. This was my ninth year as a camp leader. Four youths from Skowhegan had the
pleasure of attending camp in 2012. Currently, I have referred twelve Skowhegan youths for
camp in 2013.
During 2012/2013, I plan to concentrate my efforts in making the schools a drug-free
environment and a safe haven for our youths. I also plan to become more involved in
community programs that are focused on educating our youths.

Sincerely,

David H. Daigneault
David H. Daigneault
School Resource Officer

Skowhegan Highway Department
Skowhegan, Maine 04976

Gregory A. Dore
Road Commissioner
474-6911

“Public Works providing prompt courteous service at the
lowest possible cost”
To the Board of Selectmen and the Citizens of Skowhegan:
The Skowhegan Highway Department reconstructed another 5,000 feet of the
Back Road beginning where we left off last year going north to the Palmer Road by
reclaiming the existing asphalt and treating with MS2 and ditched the road. We milled 2
inches of pavement of the Bigelow Hill Road from the Back Road to the Rowe Road and
then paved with a shim layer preparing for next summer’s finish course to the town line.
We placed the millings on the Burrill Hill Road to help build the base of the road.
The Maine Department of Transportation will be paving West Front Street this
upcoming summer from the Main Street intersection beyond the Norridgewock town
line. We will be working with them to install additional cameras at the intersection for
the east bound traffic on route 2. The cameras are much more dependable than the old
magnetic loops that we have in many of our other intersections.
We have completed the sewer work with Plymouth engineering and Stetson and
Watson on Bush Street and Heselton from Cardinal Street down to the eddy pump
station. We completed the paving of Bush Street and overlaid Cardinal Street.
We are working with the MDOT replacing the stone wall along the river’s edge on
West Front Street. They will be replacing the retaining wall and putting a new wrought
iron fence on the top of the wall.. This project is part of the national highway system and
is being funded under the Safe Routes to Schools program.
We have replaced the 1983 CAT G140 grader this year with a new 2012 CAT
120M grader with snow wing. The new grader has many new features such as joy stick
controls, air conditioned cab, etc. We purchase a new 2012 Liebherr loader that
replaced the 1990 CAT 936 loader and also replaced our 1999 ½ ton pickup with a
2013 Chevrolet Silverado ½ ton crew cab. This upcoming year we are in hopes to be
able to replace the 1985 Mack 4WD with a new tandem axle dump truck with plow gear.
In conclusion, I would like to thank the many people who baked us cakes and
cookies, made phone calls, sent cards and letters of appreciation for the work we have
done. These acknowledgements help to motive the crew to strive to do even more for
you.
Sincerely,

Gregory A. Dore
Road Commissioner

Randall D. Gray
Code Enforcement Officer
Building Inspector
Plumbing Inspector
TELEPHONE: (207) 474-6904
FAX: (207) 474-9413
skowcode@skowhegan.org

Town of Skowhegan
Code Enforcement
225 Water Street
Skowhegan, Maine 04976

CODE ENFORCEMENT REPORT
July 2011 – June 2012

To:
The Board of Selectman, John Doucette, Town Manager and the Citizens of the Town of
Skowhegan
From July 2011 through the end of June of 2012, the Code Enforcement Department issued forty four
(45) interior plumbing permits, Twelve (13) septic system permits, twenty four (23) Central Maine Power
electrical forms, three (5) Consumers Maine Water service forms, fourteen (12) shoreland zone permits
and the Town also issued six (7) sewer capacity reserve permits for a total of $12,320.
The Maine Uniform Building and Energy Code (MUBEC) came into effect for the Town of Skowhegan
on July 1, 2012. Make sure if you are planning any new construction, renovations or additions you
contact the Code Enforcement Office before you start any work.
This Code consists of a compilation of the following editions of the following codes:
2009 International Building Code (IBC); 2009 International Residential Code (IRC); 2009 International
Energy Conservation Code (IECC); ASHRAE 62.1-2007 (Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality);
ASHRAE 62.2-2007 (Ventilation for Acceptable Indoor Air Quality in Low-Rise Residential Buildings);
and ASHRAE 90.1-2007 (Energy Standard for Buildings except Low-Rise Residential Buildings).
Every year the Code Enforcement Office works with Department of Environmental Protection on land use
violations. In some cases when violations are found, fines will need to be paid and consent agreements
completed. Please remember to contact our office prior to the start of any land use construction and we
will be glad to assist you with any and all permits needed for your project.
Some of the new and relocated businesses in Skowhegan in the past year include: Somerset Grist Mill,
Indian Summer, Dragon Fly Fashions, Kid Friendly Boutique, Rosie's Pie Plate, Simply Natural, Good
Food Store and Cam's Nails.
Every year the Fire Department and Code Enforcement Department work together to inspect existing
apartment buildings and businesses. Several of the buildings were made safer, by upgrading electrical,
plumbing, heating systems, new fire escapes and egress windows.
The Code Enforcement Department is responsible for the enforcement of the Maine Uniform Building
and Energy Code (MUBEC), State of Maine Plumbing Code, Shoreland Zoning Ordinance, Subdivision
Standards, Floodplain Management Ordinance, Building Safety Ordinance, Site Plan Review Ordinance
and all State codes pertaining to unsafe buildings, building construction, and the Automobile
Junkyard/Graveyard law.
I want to thank my administrative assistant Cynthia Kirk for all of her help. As always, I have enjoyed
working for the Town in 2012 and look forward to working with the Town in 2013.
Respectfully Submitted,

Randall D. Gray
Code Enforcement Officer, Building – Plumbing Inspector

Randall D. Gray
Code Enforcement Officer
Building Inspector
Plumbing Inspector
TELEPHONE: (207) 474-6904
FAX: (207) 474-9413
skowcode@skowhegan.org

Town of Skowhegan
Solid Waste Management &
Recycling Center
225 Water Street
Skowhegan, Maine 04976

Each year I report the changes to the Skowhegan Recycling Program. As reported last year the
Town applied for and received a $25,000 grant through the State Planning Office that allowed us to
construct an impervious paved 60’ x 160’ compost pad. This new pad will allow us to better process
compost material earlier in the year and of better quality. This coming we are planning to start a pilot
program for adding food waste to our existing compost which should enhance our compost material
greatly. We will keep you updated as we begin the launch of this new program.
Also as was reported last year we replaced the old forklift with a new Hyundai forklift which has
made the operations much smoother. This year I am requesting in the Solid Waste budget the funds to
construct a 20 by 24 addition to the recycling building to store our plastics. Also, additional funds to
replace the 22 year old phase converter in the recycling building. Our current converter has been rebuilt
four times and is in need of replacing.
It is imperative that the Skowhegan Recycling Center look for new materials to recycle in 2013.
Increased recycling efforts will help to keep disposal costs down. The Town continues to work with all
the local schools to increase their recycling. We also offer and conduct recycling education instruction to
area schools and groups who want to learn how and what to recycle. Anyone interested in this recycling
education program should contact Cynthia Kirk at 474-6904. The Solid Waste Management Facility is
open daily Tuesday through Saturday from 7am to 3:45 pm, with extended summer hours on Tuesdays
and Thursdays until 4:45pm.
The Recycling Center processed 393 tons of cardboard, 132 tons of newspaper, 85 tons of mixed
paper, 107 tons of metal, 36 tons of plastics, 12 tons of glass and 70 tons of material was sold or reused
from the transfer station. Money received by the recycling facility from the sale of this recyclable material
totaled over $93,000. If this material were not recycled the town would have spent an additional $57,700
in landfill tipping and hauling fees to dispose of the product. The recycling efforts of the community have
resulted in a total savings of $150,700 from July 2011–June 2012. This savings includes both the sale of
the recycled material and the avoidance of landfill tipping and hauling fees. Have you recycled today?
From July 2011-June 2012, the Transfer Station handled over 6,562 tons of municipal solid
waste, construction demolition debris and other material disposed of through our transfer station and by
commercial haulers at a cost of $431,255 in landfill tipping fees to the Town of Skowhegan tax payers.
The Town also spent $11,190 for the disposal of 240 tons of construction demolition chipped wood and
185 tons of clean wood, along with 601 tires at a cost of $930. The average household in the Town of
Skowhegan disposes of 1480 pounds of trash per year. It is extremely important for all households to
recycle more to help do their part to reduce the cost of trash disposal landfill tipping fees.
Our current YELLOW permit stickers are valid from January 1, 2012 through December 31,
2013. The cost of a permit sticker is $5 each. This biannual sticker system helps to ensure that only
Skowhegan residents are disposing waste at the Skowhegan Solid Waste Management Facility.
Beginning in September 2013 we will be issuing new biannual stickers for 2014-2015. The Town of
Skowhegan Solid Waste Management Ordinance states that the Solid Waste permit sticker shall be
attached and displayed on the vehicle that it is issued to.
Thanks to the continued efforts of Skowhegan citizens and businesses Skowhegan’s recycling
volumes exceeded 40% in 2011/2012. I thank my staff Clyde Merrill, Steven Foss, Al (Furnie) White,
James Travers, Wayne Householder and Cynthia Kirk at the Solid Waste Management Facility for their
dedication and hard work operating a very successful recycling program.
If you have any questions or would like a tour of the Recycling Center, please contact me at 474-6904.
Respectfully submitted,

Randall D. Gray

Solid Waste Management Supervisor/Code Enforcement Officer

TELEPHONE: (207) 474-6904
FAX: (207) 474-9413

Town of Skowhegan
Planning Office
225 Water Street
Skowhegan, Maine 04976

Planning Board & Planning Department

Annual Report for 2012
Dear Citizens of Skowhegan:
We, as a Planning Board, are committed to the Economic Growth of our Town and to that end we
are trying to facilitate a friendly work environment while protecting the town and its residents with
safe, sound and smart growth. The Planning Board ordinance has now been approved and changed
to meet once a month rather than mandating two meetings per month. We chose to leave the
budget in place this year, for 2 meetings a month, but hope to turn back the money not used for the
next budget season. This allows us to be responsive to developments if needed and prudent with
the resources the taxpayer gives us.
We have also completed the process of developing a Road Ordinance that is both up to date with
current standards and sensible for all who are developing roads in our town. As part of the
adoption of this new standard at the February 2012 Special Town Meeting, the Road Ordinance
replaces the road portion of the Subdivision Ordinance. Streamlining to one set of rules for
developers in our town. We have also spent the better part of a year reviewing and revising the
Subdivision Ordinance trying to bring it into current standards with state laws and regulations. As a
result of this review process the people of Skowhegan passed the revised Subdivision Ordinance in
June 2012. The board felt that with these new changes we are better prepared to face planning and
expansion issues in the future and thus will position Skowhegan in the best way possible.
In addition to updating and developing ordinances, a few projects have come before the Planning
Board over this past year including but not limited to: A revision to the South Gate Business Park
plan to address fire suppression needs based on future expansion within the park. We were also
asked to permit a 6-month extension to the BDS facility plan that was reviewed in 2010-2011. We
granted this extension and were most recently asked for an additional extension that was granted as
well, thus giving them until summer of 2013 to start their project.
This year the Planning Board worked closely with Randall Gray, Code Enforcement Officer, Chris
Huck, the contracted Town Planner from KVCOG and Cynthia Kirk, Secretary all of whom
provide vital service to the people of Skowhegan and provide logistics for the Planning Board.
Planning Board Members include; Donald Skillings, Chairman, Soren Siren, Vice Chairman, Steve
Conley, Secretary, Stephen Gould, Harvey Austin, Rod Whittemore and Ned Goff.
Skowhegan faces both challenges and opportunities; working together we can provide a bright
future for Skowhegan. Please feel free to contact me to share your thoughts on planning board
issues. I can be reached at 423-6755 or email donaldlskillings@gmail.com.
Respectfully Submitted,

Donald Skillings
Donald Skillings
Skowhegan Planning Board Chairman

Cara L. Mason
Executive Secretary
Opera House Manager
TELEPHONE: (207) 474-6907
FAX: (207) 474-9413

Town of Skowhegan
Skowhegan Opera House
225 Water Street
Skowhegan, Maine 04976

Dear Skowhegan Residents;
I feel that we are very fortunate to have the Opera House in our Town. I hope that the
Opera House can continue to bring entertainment to the community for many years to come. I
will continue to look for opportunities to get the word out about our Opera House. The more
shows we can bring into town, the better for everyone; from the local businesses to the people
who get to see some amazing talent right here in Skowhegan.
Thanks to all that donated in order for the sprinkler system to be installed at the Opera
House. The work has been completed, and the building is now safer because of your generosity.
Sprinkler System Donations Received:
Town of Skowhegan, Municipal Building Employees (Dress Down)
Coburn Park Concert Committee
Newell Graf
Animal Medical Clinic
Bob Gervais
Greatest Scapes
Bee Line Cable
Heritage House Restaurant
Gerald & Dorothea Lacasse
Belanger Sheet Metal
Franklin Savings Bank
Sappi Fine Paper
Stan’s Fries (Fundraiser)
Somerset Psychological Services
Town of Skowhegan, Recreation Department (Haunted House Fundraiser)
Thomas & Elsa Apetz
Town of Skowhegan, Firefighters (In memory of Gail Merrick)
Davis Family Foundation
GFWC/Semper Fidelis Club
Bangor Savings Bank
Skowhegan Area High School (Talent Show Fundraiser)
Plum Creek Foundation
Top hat School of Dance (Variety Talent Show Fundraiser)
Darla Pickett
FP Productions
Skowhegan Savings Bank
Many more anonymous donations were also received.
Sincerely,

Cara L. Mason
Cara L. Mason
Executive Secretary / Opera House Manager

SKOWHEGAN PARKS & RECREATION DEPARTMENT
SKOWHEGAN COMMUNITY CENTER

“Parks & Recreation Are Essential Public Service”
2012 ANNUAL REPORT

To the Board of Selectman and the Citizens of Skowhegan:
It is great pleasure to submit this brief report on behalf of the Skowhegan Parks &
Recreation Department. We are extremely proud of our departments mission which
is to actively courage, promote and to provide quality programs, parks, facilities
and a variety of enrichment opportunities with a professional standard of excellence
what enhances the quality of life for all citizens and visitors in the community. We
will continue to play a leading role in determining the quality of life and character of
our town.
We are a busy department which constantly responds to change, develops new
programs, add and upgrades facilities, preserves parks and open space, all so you
can have an exceptional leisure experience!
Parks and Recreation have three values that make them essential services to
communities:
 Economic Value
 Health and Environmental Benefits
 Social Importance
It is impossible to summarize all of our department’s work into a relatively brief
report but have stated some highlights. I am pleased to state that we have
concluded another successful and busy year. We will continue to provide quality
programs, parks, facilities and of a variety of enrichment opportunities that
enhances the quality of life for all citizens and visitors in our community.
2012










Highlights:
Partnership with the Army National Guard on the ball field expansion project
Program expansion
Grant Recipient of many grants
Move More Kids program success
Participant Increase in programs
Summer Food Program
Run of River Project
Community Events
Collaborating and Creative Outreach

Our department is dependent upon volunteers, fundraisers, grants and financial
support from businesses and other organizations to keep our programs and facilities
viable.
Our department would not be so successful without the dedicated, support and
shared commitment of our parks & Recreation staff, the town manager, local
officials, town departments, tax payers, advisory board, community organizations,
SAD #54 schools, local businesses and hundreds of volunteers. Thank you all for
your continued help, assistance, time and being a team player throughout the year.
We look forward to continuing to collaborate and broaden citizen participation as we
move to meet our future goals!
Respectfully Submitted,

Denise LeBlanc, Director
Parks & Recreation Department
474-6901

Town Clerk - Treasurer
Tax Collector
Telephone (207) 474-6902
Fax (207) 474-9413

Human Resource – Finance Director
Telephone (207) 474-6900
Fax (207) 858-0320

Town of Skowhegan
Department of Finance
225 Water Street
Skowhegan, ME 04976
Cemetery Report
July 1, 2011 to June 30, 2012
To the Board of Selectmen and the Citizens of Skowhegan:
The Cemetery Committee met nine times: August 4, 2011; September 8, 2011; October 7,
2011; October 27, 2011; December 1, 2011; January 10, 2012; February 1, 2012; April 19, 2012
and May 10, 2012.
The Committee members during this period of time consisted of Carl McKenney,
Chairman; Steve Spaulding, Selectmen’s Representative; Mary Lou Holden-Mollerus; Gene
Rouse; Gail Pelotte; Mark Bossie, Cemetery Sexton. Felix Quirion has been an Honorary
Member of the committee since September 1995 and was a regular committee member
previously.
Cemetery Expenditures 2012
Water
Electricity
Sexton Salary
Tree Cutting
Repair & Maint.
Catholic Cemetery

$
621.74
$
140.15
$ 66,028.00
$ 1,250.00
$ 1,951.23
$
600.00

IMPORTANT NOTICE:
Skowhegan Cemetery Lot Owners: Please verify with the Town Clerks Office to make
sure the perpetual care is paid on your cemetery lot.
Please call the office at 474-6902.
Respectfully,

Gail R. Pelotte
Gail R. Pelotte
Town Clerk/Treasurer
Cemetery Committee Secretary

Cemetery Sexton – Receipts & Expenditures

To the Board of Selectmen and the Citizens of Skowhegan:
Greg Dore, Chair
-Skowhegan Road Commissioner

Gary Bailey
-Engineer

Joshua Farrand
-Rafting Randy’s

Jack Gibson
-Trouts Unlimited

Karen Hart,
Secretary
-Skowhegan Savings Bank

Corey King
-Skowhegan Chamber of Commerce

William Houston
-SRVC, Outdoor Resources
Instructor

Denise LeBlanc
-Skowhegan Parks & Recreation
Director

Jeff McCabe
-Lake George Corp

Katie Ouilette
-Kennebec Valley Tourism Council

Bill Primmerman

The Run of River Committee wants to thank the Board of Selectmen
and the citizen’s of the town of Skowhegan for their continued support of
the Run of River Project. We are working with the Department of
Agriculture and McLaughlin Whitewater Design to develop a model of the
whitewater park. We have the first draft of the conceptual work that is
available for you to view at the town office. The model will be completed
by October of 2013 which will provide us with the necessary information we
will need to go to the next phase of permitting and a more accurate
construction costs.
The committee is joining together with the Main Street Skowhegan,
Skowhegan Area Chamber of Commerce, Skowhegan Rotary, Peter Shortier
Post of the American Legion, Skowhegan/Madison Elks, Skowhegan Lions
and Skowhegan Savings Bank to continue the 2013 Riverfest for another
weeklong event beginning July 29th and ending with fireworks on August
3th. Monday night events begin with be Pub night, Tuesday the Lions will
be hosting lunch and supper chicken bar-b-que, Wednesday the American
Legion and the Elk’s will be holding beano, Thursday is Moonlight
Madness, Friday will be the Rotary Lobster Bake and Skowhegan Chamber
golf tournament and the weekend will be filled with raft rides, family events,
glow light kayak ride, 5 K race and Saturday night fireworks at the eddy.
Please join us for all the festivities.
If you need any further information, please feel free to call me at
474-6911.
WE NEED YOUR CONTINUED SUPPORT!

Sincerely,

-Somerset Heart Health

Denise Robinson
-Somerset Heart Health

Gregory A. Dore
Gregory A. Dore
Road Commissioner

Skowhegan Sidewalk Committee
Gregory A. Dore
Chairman
474-6911

Committee
Members:
Gregory Dore
Chairman

"Our mission is to provide the citizens of Skowhegan with safe, reliable paved
pathways to schools, parks, and other important points of interest"
The following is our ten-year plan (2012-2021) for sidewalk
reconstruction that our committee has put together.
Name

Length

Paving year

1,100

2012

Willow Street

800

2013

Bridge

370

2013

Willow Street

900

2014

Poulin Drive

Betty Austin
Vice Chairman

Don Lowe
Selectman

Established 1994

1,000

2015

Greenwood Ave

850

2016

East Chandler

400

2016

Greenwood Ave

800

2017

Richard Smith

Spring Street

600

2017

Richard Irwin
Dale Thorpe

Olive Street

550

2018

Bush Street

634

2018

Public Members

Pine Street

825

2019

French Street

900

2020

French Street

1,060

2021

Denise LeBlanc
Recreation Department

Elm Street

This past year we completed the reconstruction of the sidewalk on
Poulin Drive from West Front Street into the community center. We will be
reconstructing Willow Street during the summer of 2013.
The committee is promoting the construction of a new sidewalk that
would complete the walk from North Ave and the Dr. Mann Road to Malbon’s
Mill Road to the Great Eddy and then up Heselton Street and back to North Ave.
This walk would be connected to the Heselton Street Nature Area and Walking
Trail. The committee is also considering a sidewalk on Joyce Street, Gem Street,
McClellan Street from Willow to West Front, Russell Road from Beech to
Spring street, Cardinal Street and South Factory Street from Jones to Fairview
Ave.
On behalf of the committee, I want to thank the taxpayers for their input.
Your assistance makes it possible for us to better serve you and meet the needs
of the people of the Town of Skowhegan. If you have any questions or concerns
please feel free to contact me at 474-6911 or any committee member.
Sincerely,

Gregory A. Dore, Chairman

Town of Skowhegan
HERITAGE COUNCIL
Meetings: 6 p.m. – 3rd Tuesday of Month
Skowhegan Municipal Building Council Room

There is a saying that: The more things change, the more they remain the same. This can apply to the
very busy Skowhegan Heritage Council throughout 2012 and 2013.
Membership of the Council has received a resignation from Maravene Watson Gilman, who now
remains in touch as a Volunteer, while Theresa Taylor and Jessica Dionne have become new active
members. Our Charter states that our membership should be more than five and no more than eleven, so
we are especially proud to have had Gail Pelotte of Skowhegan Town Office swear-in our new members.
We now number a total of nine especially-dedicated folks who have pledged to promote and assure our
very historic buildings and locations in Skowhegan.
The Dudley Corner Schoolhouse project remains of utmost importance and the generosity of
contributors to our Private Contributions Fund and the diligence of Jessica Dionne, have enabled our
purchase of a black iron stove for the interior of the building. The third side of the building was
renovated in summer 2012. Now, we shall work toward raising funds and having our Architectural
Restoration Specialist Craig Seavey of Canaan complete the north side of the building with the speciallymilled siding of the era.
Interestingly, as Dudley Corner Schoolhouse Project Chairman Gail Kay and her husband, Mike,
prepared grilled hotdogs ‘as you like em’ for those who stopped by the Schoolhouse during Riverfest
Days, Canadian visitors were intrigued and, after reading the Interpretive Sign telling of the Schoolhouse
history, visited the interior and heard about plans for the project’s completion. They promised to come
back on their next trip. That, Voters, is what we are all about. We hope our efforts will entice visitors to
our area to learn of our history. Our goal, too, is, as stated in 2012, for our area students to have that 19th
Century education experience.
We of the Skowhegan Heritage Council want you all to know that you and your generosity are
truly appreciated and it seems appropriate to list our Council’s activities for the last three years. Since
2009:
1. SHS Adult Ed student attended HC Meeting to learn of our function in Town.
2. Somerset Woods Speakers presentation at a HC Meeting.
3. Per Comprehensive Plan, communication with Don Skillings, Chr. of Skowhegan Planning
Board; Chris Perkins, Chairman of SEDC; Meeting with Econ.Dev. Chr. Jeff Hewett.
4. Chr. Ouilette attended 2012 Training Workshop by Maine Certified Local Governments and
Historic Preservation Commissions.
5. Kirk Mohney Assistant Commissioner of Maine Historic Preservation Commission and Greg
Paxton of Maine Historic Preservation Assoc. and others who share interest in Skowhegan’s
historic locations, have been dinner Guests of HC
6. Every two years, HC Hosts County Historical Societies for LAST ROSE OF SUMMER
Day, honoring Sen. Margaret Chase Smith’s inspiring our U.S. Congress to vote the Red
Rose the Nation’s National Flower.
7. Skowhegan has been designated A PRESERVE AMERICA COMMUNITY by the National
Park Service after countless hours of research and completing the application process by HC
Members, and by Town Manager Doucette, Selectmen Chr. Joy Mase, and Economic Dev.
Dir. Jeff Hewett. The attractive sign will be erected in Spring 2013.
Respectfully Submitted
Katie Ouilette
Katie Ouilette, Chairman
Skowhegan Heritage Council

Skowhegan Conservation Commission

Annual Report to the Selectmen and Citizens of the Town of Skowhegan:
The Conservation Commission has been busy this year. We have been focusing on the Whitten
Brook project, but with some help from the Plum Creek Foundation, we also planted a line of
maple trees to help limit access from the street and make the area more pleasing in general.
Peter Whitkop has been working on the Whitten Brook Watershed Restoration Project, which
got underway this year. An 88,000 dollar EPA grant was awarded to Skowhegan to design and
construct a bioretention cell on Russell Road, design a storm water detention basin to mitigate
flow problems associated with street drainage from upper Madison Avenue, perform a fluvial
geomorphology study of Whitten Brook to identify bank stability problems and address
petroleum contamination issues originating along Madison Avenue. The petroleum
contamination plume was mapped and clean-up efforts will begin this spring. All engineering
designs for the bioretention cell are completed and construction will start this spring.
Preliminary engineering work for the detention basin is currently underway. The
geomorphology study was completed and recommendations have been submitted for stream
bank improvements. The Conservation Commission is also working closely with the Maine DEP
to continuously measure the stream's conductivity and dissolved oxygen content. These
measurements have a direct bearing on the stream's water quality standards.
We are always looking for new members. If you have an interest in the natural spaces in our
town and can find time for a 6pm Tuesday meeting once a month please come and join us. You
can contact Cynthia Kirk in the town office. We would love to have a few more members and
new ideas. Right now the projects we are working on are Whitten Brook, a dog park, recycling,
trails, wildlife, waterways and whatever else you are interested in.
The Conservation Commission looks forward to continuing our efforts at stream protection
and improvement in the future.
Members serving on the Skowhegan Conservation Commission in 2011-2012 are listed below:

Iver Lofving, Chairman, Peter Whitkop, Craig Denis and Sherri Vigue

Respectfully Submitted,

Iver Lofving
Chairman

Skowhegan Free Public Library
9 Elm Street Skowhegan, Maine 04976
207-474-9076 email: skowlib@skowhegan.lib.me.us
2012 was a busy year for the library. Over 22,000
folks visited the library. Almost 30,000 items were checked
out, with over 750 items being requested by and delivered to our patrons via
interlibrary loan. More than 2,800 people attended 200 plus adult and child programs,
and our computers were used over 9,000 times.
A variety of Adult and Children’s programs were offered to the public this year.
Children’s Programs included the Summer Reading Program; Storytime; Toddlertime;
Family Story Hour; Art and Earth Week; Super Science Saturday; Children’s Book
Week; Scavenger Hunt; and the Children’s Halloween Parade, just to name a few. A
time capsule was also “buried” in the ceiling of the new genealogy room by local
children.
On the Adult side of the house, we offered The Socrates Café; Genealogy
Programs; Transition Skowhegan Discussion Group; “Windfall” the movie; Heritage
Council; Jazz Concerts; Maple Sugar Day; Better Business Bureau; History House
Community Discussion; I.R.S Small Business Programs; Lawyers in Libraries
Programs; Dixieland Jazz Concert; Coburn Program; and Author Talks and book
signings.
Because of steady use of our computers by patrons and guests; all public
access computers were updated with Windows 7 operating systems, and Microsoft
Office 2010. We also replaced our ailing copy machine with a new multifunction
copier. The majority of the cost of the copier was recouped by a generous donation
from The Friends of the Library.
Our renovations moved forward this year with help coming from many different
directions. The library received grant money from The Greater Skowhegan Women’s
Clubs, Belvedere Historic Preservation, Plum Creek, Maine Charity Foundation,
Margaret E. Burnham Charitable Trust, Morton Kelly Charitable Trust and the
Walmart Foundation. With the assistance of Jeff Hewitt and with approval of the
Selectmen, we were able to apply for and secure a Community Development Block
Grant for the library. This Federal Grant was used to help finish the new stairway
addition.
Donations to the renovations were also made by private individuals, and in
memory of loved ones. Pat Dickey, and a cadre of library volunteers from the local
community, helped raise money for the renovations with a variety of fundraisers such
as the Paddle Art Silent Auction; Library Lawn Sale; Golf Tournament; Blueberry Fest
Book and Bake Sale; State Fair Book Sale; Lakewood Desserts; Luck of the Draw
Auction; Holiday Stroll Gift and Craft Fair; and the Annual Appeal. All in all, almost
$160,000 was raised through grants, fundraisers, and other donations for the
renovations.
Respectfully Submitted,
Dale Jandreau - Director

COBURN PARK COMMISSION
TREASURER'S REPORT

December 31, 2012

Balance checking account as of 12/31/11
Receipts
Town of Skowhegan
Wm. Philbrick account
Columbia account
Gazebo Rental
Skowhegan Savings Bank - concerts
Donations

$1,015.57

10,000.00
4,000.00
1,500.00
750.00
800.00
22.00

Total receipts
Expenditures
Care of grounds/Mowing
Care of grounds/Caretaker
Concerts in the Park
Equipment purchase
Equipment rental
Insurance
Maintenance
Materials
Miscellaneous
Utilities

17,072.00
18,087.57

5,250.00
6,172.50
750.00
525.00
960.00
335.00
2,143.22
129.52
160.89
1,226.85

17,652.98

Balance checking account as of 12/31/12

$434.59

Davida D. Barter, Treasurer

E GEORGE
LAK

REGIONAL PARK
Dear Citizens of Skowhegan,
LGRP celebrated its 20th anniversary in 2012. Established in 1992 and owned by the State of
Maine, LGRP is leased by the towns of Skowhegan and Canaan and managed by the Lake
George Corporation, a non profit, 501(c)3. LGRP receives no funding from the State of Maine
and relies on contributions from businesses, individual donors, and program and gate fees to
support operating costs from year to year.
LGRP serves communities within a 50-mile radius of the park. Each year approximately 20,000
people visit the park, utilizing the swimming areas, picnic areas, the extensive trail system, boat
launch and various buildings on the 320 acre park. The park is also a destination for school
groups, boyscout outings, and other service learning organizations. During the summer, the
park hosts Camp Podooc for over 200 Skowhegan and Canaan children, offering a nature camp
and swimming lessons for children in grades one through six. While at the camp, the children
are provided with a free lunch thanks to a partnership with Somerset Heart Health and the
Skowhegan Recreation Department with funding from the USDA. During the months of June,
July, and August, KVCAP now offers transportation from several locations in Skowhegan to the
park during the day.
Lake George has become a destination of choice for people in the surrounding area as well as
others looking for a tranquil spot on the shores of the lake. Our expenses, which involve the
staffing and resources necessary to sustain, maintain, and protect the Park, continue to challenge
us. The Park, owned by the State of Maine, and managed for public use by Lake George
Corporation, a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization, does not receive funding from the state. We hope
we can count on your support to ensure our sustainability for another twenty years and beyond.
Thank you for your support.

Jeff McCabe
Park Director

Emergency (Police/Fire/Ambulance) – Dial 911
If you want information

Contact

Phone #

E-Mail

Administration

Town Manager

474-6907

jdoucette@skowhegan.org

474-9413

Fax

Animal Control

Animal Control Officer

474-6386

Animal Shelter

Manager

474-6493

Assessor's Department

Assessor

474-6903

Bills and Accounts

Finance Officer

474-6900

skowfin@skowhegan.org

858-0320

Fax

Town Clerk

474-6902

skowtreas@skowhegan.org

Boat/Snowmobile/ATV Reg.

Town Clerk

474-6902

skowtreas@skowhegan.org

Building Inspections

Inspector

474-6904

skowcode@skowhegan.org

Chamber of Commerce

Director

474-3621

exdir@skowheganchamber.com

Code Enforcement

Officer

474-6904

skowcode@skowhegan.org

Community Center/Rec. Dept.

Director

474-6901

skowrec@skowhegan.org

Community & Economic Development

Director

474-6905

skowecon@skowhegan.org

District Court

District Court

474-9518

Dog Licenses

Town Clerk

474-6902

skowtreas@skowhegan.org

Emergency Management

Town Manager

474-6900

jdoucette@skowhegan.org

Fire Department

Fire Chief

474-3400

tkeene@skowhegan.org

Fire Permits

Fire Chief

474-3400

skowfire@skowhegan.org

General Assistance

Director

474-6900

Birth/Marriage/Death Certificates

skowassessor@skowhegan.org

Health Officer

Tim Malyk

474-3320

Highway Department

Road Commissioner

474-6911

History House

Lee Granville

474-7207

Hospital

RFGH

474-5121

Hunting/Fishing Licenses

Town Clerk

474-6902

KVCAP

Office - Poulin Park

474-8487

Lake George Regional Park

Park Ranger

474-1292

Library

Skowhegan Public

474-9072

Margaret Chase Smith Library

Director

474-7133

Opera House

Executive Secretary

474-6907

Ordinance

Code Enforcement

474-6904

skowcode@skowhegan.org

Passports

Executive Secretary

474-6907

cmason@skowhegan.org

skowpwd@skowhegan.org

skowtreas@skowhegan.org

cmason@skowhegan.org

Planning Board

Town Planner

474-6904

skowplan@skowhegan.org

Plumbing Information

Inspector

474-6904

skowcode@skowhegan.org

Police Department

Police Chief

474-6908

skowpd@skowhegan.org

Anonymous Tip Line

Detective

474-6915

skowdet@skowhegan.org

Pollution Control

Supervisor

474-6909

skowpoll@skowhegan.org

Recreation

Director

474-6901

skowrec@skowhegan.org

Registry of Deeds

Registrar

474-3421

Recycling Center

Supervisor

474-6918

Selectmen/Meetings, etc.

Executive Secretary

474-6907

cmason@skowhegan.org

Sewers

Road Commissioner

474-6911

skowpwd@skowhegan.org

Schools

Superintendent

474-9508

skowrecycle@skowhegan.org

Sheriffs Department

Sheriff

474-9591

Solid Waste Management

Supervisor

474-6918

State Police

State Police

474-3350

Streets or Snow Removal

Road Commissioner

474-6911

Superior Court

Superior Court

474-5161

Taxes

Tax Collector

474-6900

jdoucette@skowhegan.org

Town Treasurer/Town Clerk

Treasurer

474-6902

skowtreas@skowhegan.org

Vehicle Registrations

Main Office

474-6900

Voter Information

Registrar of Voters

474-6906

skowrecycle@skowhegan.org
skowpwd@skowhegan.org

skowvote@skowhegan.org

